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inquisitio. Schmidt endeavors to set forth the stages in the develop- 
ment. His treatment is consequential and takes strong hold upon 
the reader. It seems quite reasonable that, great as Lothario Conti 
was, he did not suddenly hit upon an altogether new mode of legal 
procedure. He had studied law in Bologna. Heresy was rather a new 
thing in Europe, but it is quite likely that he reached over to the civil 
customs of the age and adopted what was there in practice, the 
inquisitorial method of procedure. Schmidt says so much, and it 
looks as if he were right. He does not say that it is pleasant to have 
some of the evil charge made against the church transferred to the 
state. But it is, though he does not say so. The church will still 
have enough charges left to carry, even if Innocent was not the author 
of the mode of procedure known as the Inquisition. His responsi- 
bility is not thereby lessened before the bar of history for taking what 
the state offered and applying it to the heretical. — David S. Schaff. 

The Rise and Development of Christian Architecture. By Rev. 
Joseph Cullen Ayer, Jr., Ph.D., Lecturer in the Episcopal Theological 
School, Cambridge, Mass. (Milwaukee : The Young Churchman Co., 
1902; pp. 64; $1.50.) The author of this book has secured a cer- 
tain advantage of precision by limiting its scope. To quote his own 
words, " he has merely taken a series of buildings that may be regarded 
as typical of the stages through which Christian architecture has passed 
and used them to illustrate the development of a great form of art." 
The attention of the reader is fixed therefore on a line of development, 
and he is not confused by being compelled to remember a multitude 
of buildings, of transitional steps, and of decorative features. The 
growth of architecture, the author holds, has been owing to the emer- 
gence of problems of construction and to endeavors to solve them, and 
he gives his treatise an attractive intellectual cast by confining it to 
these problems. The publishers have given his work a luxurious set- 
ting, and he is to be especially congratulated on the fine character of 
the illustrations. The book will be valuable as an introduction to the 
study of Christian architecture, for it will show the student a reason for 
every great change which has been made, and render it easy for him 
to understand the entire history. — Beitrdge zur Reformationsgeschichte 
aus Buchern und Handschriften der Zwickauer Ratsschulbibliothek. 
Von Lie. Dr. Otto Clemen, Gymnasialoberlehrer in Zwickau. 
Zweites Heft. (Berlin: Schwetschke & Sohn, 1902; pp. 147; M. 4.) 
This is one of a multitude of books now appearing in Germany in 
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■which history is being rewritten from the sources. It is seldom 
that discoveries of great importance are made, but that which was 
already taught is placed on a better basis of evidence and in a 
somewhat better light, and occasionally mistakes are corrected. This 
second part of Dr. Clemen's contributions to the history of the 
Reformation will prove more interesting than the first, since it 
brings Luther and Spalatin before us. The author does not over- 
estimate his work, but says very modestly: "No revolutionary or even 
surprising conclusions are reached, but several small vacuums are 
filled out, several details are explained, and several personages met in 
the history of the Reformation are shown as they lived and labored." 
The task which he set himself was well worth doing, and is well done. 
— Die Reformation und Gegenreformation im ehemaligen KSnigreiche 
Polen, besonders in den jetzt preussischen Provinzen Posen und West- 
preussen. Von G. Krause. (Posen : Kommissionsverlag der Merzbach- 
schen Buchdruckerei, 1901 ; pp. vi-f-121; M. 2.) The author has 
given us a thoroughly useful little book, though not a profound one. 
He professes to have drawn some of his material from the sources, but 
he does not tell us what these are. He is more explicit in reference 
to the published works which he has used, and names ten of them. 
While his book cannot be called an original contribution to the sum of 
human knowledge, it is well balanced, calm, and sufficiently well 
informed. He writes for the edifying purpose of telling the Protes- 
tants of Poland how hard it was for their forefathers to transmit to them 
the evangelical confession of faith, and of stimulating them to pre- 
serve the precious possession. His book is excellently adapted to this 
end, and the absence of bitterness from the recital will render it the 
more effective. — Franklin Johnson. 

David Friedrich Strauss : Sein Leben und seine Schriften unter Her- 
anziehung seiner Briefe dargestellt. Von Karl Harraeus. (Leipzig : 
Hermann Seemann Nachfolger, 1901; pp. 408; M. 4.60.) This bio- 
graphy of Strauss is the seventh in a series of " Manner der Zeit." There 
was no lack of published information about the life and writings of the 
famous skeptic. Zeller's David Friedrich Strauss in seinem Leben 
und seinen Schriften and Ausgewahlte Briefe von David Friedrich 
Strauss, Lang's David Friedrich Strauss, eine Characteristic, Hausrath's 
David Friedrich Strauss und die Theologie seiner Zeit, and minor works 
by Kambli and Eck, have left little fresh material to be gathered and 
used by our author. His work has been little more than that of a skil- 



